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Park District awarded
$700K in state grants
Staff report
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The Glenview Park District scooped more than
$700,000 in state grants to
support efforts to acquire
and develop land for outdoor recreation, according
to a release from the Park
District.
At the start of February,
Gov. J.B. Pritzker awarded more than $28.9 million from Illinois’ state-financed Open Space Land
Acquisition and Development program to 89 park
districts in the state.
“Investments in Illinois’
local parks makes it easier
for families and recreation
enthusiasts to enjoy our
state’s beauty and help
their communities thrive,”
Pritzker said when announcing the grants.
“Parks projects will also
create jobs, providing a
boost to local economic
development efforts in
dozens of communities
and spurring additional
investment throughout the
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North Cook Intermediate
Service Center (NCISC),
handles inquiries of this
nature.”
Ironically, the current
superintendent of Avoca
schools, Dr. Kevin Jauch,
is beginning a new position as executive director of NCISC on July 1,
but for the time being, he
responded to Winnetka

state.”
The Glenview Park
District is set to receive
$400,000 from the OSLAD grant and $309,200
from the LAWCON grant,
the release states.
The OSLAD program
is the federal equivalent
of the LAWCON grant,
from the Land & Water
Conservation Fund. The
OSLAD and LAWCON
programs are managed by
the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources.
The Glenview Park
District is one of only two
agencies to receive a grant
from both program, and
the $709,200 it will receive ranks second behind
only the Chicago Park
District in the allotment
of grant dollars.
“This is very exciting
news,” said Todd Price,
superintendent of leisure
services at the Park District. “With the help of
state and federal dollars,
the money we received
from the referendum will

go even further.”
The Park District plans
to use the OSLAD grant
money to help fund the
first phase of Historic
Wagner Farm’s Master Site Plan. The first
phase of the plan calls
for improving pathways
to increase visitor flow
and adding accessibility
for compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, according to the
release.
The OSLAD money
will also help develop a
multi-generational “Playscape” with fun activities
for adults and children,
which will also have an
educational component.
The grant will cover nearly half of that cost.
The LAWCON funds
will enable the Glenview
Park District to leverage
funding from the 2018
referendum on Open
Space, which requires
park districts to match
dollar-for-dollar.

United’s request.
“It doesn’t make sense,”
Jauch said.
Jauch referred to the
exemplary status of both
districts, and the fact that
households in other sections of Winnetka attend
Glencoe and Kenilworth
schools, though Winnetka United is not asking
for those households to
redraw their districts.
Jauch also discussed
how Avoca provides

transportation for students
who don’t live close to
their schools, and that
the middle school Marie
Murphy sits conveniently
on the border between
Wilmette and Winnetka.
Citing the many meandering boundary lines in
the villages feeding into
New Trier High School,
Jauch cautioned against
the disruptions that may
result from redrawing
longstanding borders.
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