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Glenview Park Board President 
Dave Dillon and Dean Rychlik, 
10, a skater from Buffalo Grove 
who uses the Glenview Ice 
Center, take a sledgehammer 
to break a block of ice signify-
ing the start of construction at 
the Saturday, May 11 “Ultimate 
Icebreaker” groundbreaking for 
construction of the new $29 mil-
lion Glenview Ice Center. Event 
coverage continues on page 2A. 

(Tom Robb/The Journal)

By TOM ROBB
Journal & Topics Reporter

The Illinois Dept. of Trans-
portation (IDOT) will not agree 
to the installation of freight train 
holding tracks in either Glenview 
or Lake Forest. “The agency will 
also not seek federal support for 
this project,” wrote Acting IDOT 
Secretary Omer Osman in a letter 
last week.

The proposed project would 
have installed a freight train hold-
ing track between West Lake Ave-
nue and Willow Road in Glenview, 
along with several other holding 
tracks in the Northern suburbs 
including one in Lake Forest.

“We are very grateful they 
(IDOT) saw fit to recognize the 
impact to our communities,” 
Glenview Village President Jim 
Patterson said Saturday (May 
11) during an interview with the 
Journal.

Patterson praised the work of 
local community members who 
came together to oppose and raise 
concerns about the proposed proj-
ect, and for the help of federal and 

Hold It Right There
IDOT Drops Support For Hiawatha Project, Glenview, Lake Forest Holding Tracks

Amtrak's 5:30 p.m. train to Milwaukee pulls into the downtown Glen-
view depot Friday, May 4, 2018. (Journal file photo)

state legislators including State 
Senators Laura Fine (D-9th) and 
Julie Morrison (D-29th).

The project would have in-
creased passenger rail traffic on 
Amtrak’s Hiawatha Line between 
Chicago and Milwaukee from 
seven round trips or 14 trains a 

day, to 10 round trips or 20 trains 
daily. To make way for that new 
passenger capacity, holding tracks 
for freight trains were proposed 
by the Wisconsin Dept. of Trans-
portation, the lead agency when 
the project was first introduced 
several years ago.

Local groups including the 
Glenview chapter of Alliance 
to Control Train Impacts on 
Our Neighborhoods (ACTION) 
strongly opposed the measure and 
called for a full environmental 
impact study, rather than the less 
in-depth environmental assess-
ment which was included in the 
initial study.

“We have to continue keeping 
aware of what’s happening (in 
transportation),” said Bill Attea, 
one of ACTION Glenview’s 
founding members. “This might 
be a good time to segue to safety.”

Patterson said it would be ideal 
to separate passenger and freight 
rail by sending freight outside 
the core inner suburbs and city 
of Chicago.

Joining in those calls for the full 
impact study were local legislators 
Fine, Morrison and former State 
Sen. Daniel Biss (D-9th) along 
with U.S. Reps. Jan Schakowsky 
(D-9th) and Brad Schneider (D-
10th). Glenview later earmarked 
$505,000 for lobbying efforts and 
to conduct its own freight impact 

By TOM ROBB
Journal & Topics Reporter

As Glenbrook South High 
School students walk the stage 
for graduation Sunday, June 
2 at the Rosemont Theater, 
members of the Class of 2019 
will no doubt take pride in their 
many accomplishments.

Highlights of this school year 
include the “Go Gold” cam-
paign raising $4,700 to support 
pediatric cancer, Glenbrook 
South being named a Project 
Lead the Way distinguished 
school, 10 Titan athletes sign-
ing letters of commitment in 
college sports and the mount-
ing of the Glenbrook musical 
“Mamma Mia”. 

There will be one significant 
change at this year’s com-
mencement. In years past, 
South’s distinguished alumnus 
would speak to graduates dur-
ing the graduation ceremony. 
This year’s distinguished 
alumnus, Class of 1984’s Ur-
sula Dudley Oglesby, will be 
honored at the Thursday, May 
23 GBS Honors and Awards 
luncheon.

Dudley Oglesby is president 
of Dudley Beauty Corpora-
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